Plasmids. pSGIE72 and pSGIE86 contain cDNAs corresponding to HCMV IE1 and IE2, respectively, were previously described (1). The luciferase indicator construct phTS-243/+30 contains the sequence responsible for high-level promoter activity of the human thymidylate synthase gene (TS) located between -243 and +30 relative to the AUG start codon (2). To create the pMIEP crs wt reporter plasmid, the HCMV IE promoter-enhancer sequence (position -666 to +19 relative to the IE1/IE2 transcription initiation site, GenBank K03104.1) was amplified from HCMV AD169 genome by PCR using the MIEP wild-type (wt) primer set (FOR: 5'-ACTGATGCTAGCGCATACGTTGTATCCATATC-3' and REV: 5'-AGTGATAAGCTTGCGTCTCCAGGCGAT-3'; underlined letters are NheI and HindIII restriction sites used for cloning, respectively). The PCR fragments were cloned into the pGL3-basic vector (Promega) to obtain the pMIEP crs wt construct. The pRL-SV40 vector expressing
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